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1. In 'ml{ and Auguat 1942, during the summer attack of the German Army on northern
Caucesis and Stalingred, I saw raiircad tank oars, loaded with pstroleum produois,
\ baing towed o the Caspian Sen from Raku to Krasnevodsk,

2. Preparations for the orossing, the assembly of the echelen in the Ceapian ares,
and the orossing itself came about in *he following manner, At the and of June
1942, echelons of railroad tank oars, each with & oarrying capaoity of 16 toms,
were sssendled in Baku in the urea between piere N 24 and N 45, Here rails were
leid down into the water in suoh & manner that the wheels of & tank oar did not
Test on the ground and when the time came %o flcat the tank o) one nsedad only
to push the oe> from the bank into the water,

3, The following calaulations wers used in cennsotion with the filiing of the cars
with potreleum produsts: The mpt{ tank oar with a oarrylng eapaoity of 16 tone
wolgha nearly 7-7,4 tons empty; £illed eomglotoly with oll produstsa the tank car,
submerged in the water, displacea !m.rlggz =22 tons of water or as much aa it
weighe, Thus, Yo mv!dn buoyanoy to the tank osr, it was filled with only five
or 6ix tons of potraleum produsts bringing it Iué wolght 1o 10 or 12 tons and
making the tank oar floatable,

he Refore launching the tank oars !5t the Vater, meASUTes Were taen to inauve safa
ooupling in erder %o avoid gaps in the caravan wihile oroReing the ien, ‘The oars
thenselves were hermetically sealed and the main bearings ware sovared with a
heavy layer of thiok oil (eup-gresse), Tank oar oaravans gonolsted of from 30 to
40 oare, with a ca NR oapaoity of areund 180=-250 toms af oll, whish ware towed
aoross iho 608, usually by a amall stesmer,

3, Puring the eroseing, partioular attention was paild to weather lforecasts einee
otormy weather brings ths risk of lesming the caravan,

6, The tank oars were towed into Krasnevedsk in the area of the railroad station
betwoen plere N 4 and N 11, Hore, 4m in Saku, there were rails lesdins from the
l!fcﬁz ni’udottha ‘glt:;"nndwtgg t;nk h;:rg wor; palled up onto the beuoh to bs pe=
ple ed for the & Taghkent regien
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7 The orcesings from Bolme tc Kxasacveodsk, Ly tank car caravans with oil 1oads

” contimied for nearly two months (July and August), but were undertaken only in
those exceptional cases when the delivery o oil products by sea ihrcough Astrakhan
wasg difficult. Not only is this method of transportation illogical, it also causes

rapid deterioration in the tank cars.

g, The crossing of one oil-laden caravan takes from 24 to 26 hours, and during the
two months deseribved here, 12-15 caravans with an ordimary carrying capacity of
around 3,000 toc 4,500 tons used this route. lLater, oil products were shipped by
tankers to Krasnovodsk through the Krasnovodsk roadstead and to Gurev by way of the

Bautinsk roadstead,

Ye The same method of tramsportation was used during September and October, 1941, on
Lake Ladoga between Borisov Griva and Lavrova,

- end =~

ENCLOSURE (A): Sketoh Showing the Launching of a Railroad Tank Car for the Caspian
Sea Crossing
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ENCLOSURE (4)
SKETCH SHOWING THE LAUNCHING CF A RATLROAD TANK CAR FOR THE CASPIAN SEA CROSSING
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